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Speak Up Community News asked local candidates: "Why Do You 

Want To Hold Office?" this was their response: 
(Some responses have been shortened for the framework of the question that was asked 
and remarks against their opponents were deleted from their submitted statement.) 
 
THE RESPONSE OF: 

Brenda J Thiam, Maryland State Delegate for District 2B 
 
“All of my adult life, my career has entailed helping those who 
are vulnerable and challenged with autism. I set high goals for 
my students, but provided the supports they needed to reach 
those goals. I have a heart to serve others and help them to 
overcome their challenges. During the last two sessions, I have 
established strong relationships with colleagues in the 
Republican and Democrat caucus. I thrive on working together 
and collaborating with others to reach the desired goal. I have 
no desire to work in a box to seek solutions for my community, 
but rather I embrace the responsibility that I’m one member of a 
team to help our community be better. No one political party has all the answers. It takes 
all of us working together to problem solve through those challenges that impact our 
community and one person can’t do it alone. I’m up for the hard work that it will take to 
help our community become a better place to raise our children, work, play, live, and 
grow old.” 
 
THE RESPONSE OF: 

Jeff Cline, President County Commissioners, Washington 

County Maryland 

 

“Today, more than ever it is important to give back to and 
serve your community. 

And to set an example for others to follow and especially, for 
our youth to emulate. 

A friend once told me ‘you may not be able to change the 
world, but you may be able to change the world in which you 
live.” 



THE RESPONSE OF: 

U.S. Congressman David Trone, Maryland’s 6th District: 

 
“I first ran for Congress to serve the people of 
Maryland’s 6th District with a special focus on 
addressing mental health and substance use issues, 
prioritizing bipartisan efforts with my colleagues 
across the aisle, and providing top-notch constituent 
service. We have made incredible progress by passing 
historic legislation on climate and gun safety, making 
critical investments in our infrastructure and 
addressing rising health costs for seniors. We still 
have a long road ahead of us but I’m prepared to do 
the work to get us there. 
 
This is absolutely a competitive race and we are not 
taking anything for granted. We’re engaging voters in 
every corner of the district and highlighting the incredible progress we have made during 
my tenure. 
 
In just my first two terms in Congress, I have had 11 bills signed into law and secured 
nearly $40 million to fund infrastructure, health services and other critical modernization 
projects across all five counties in our district. I will continue to put people over politics 
and support legislation that makes investments for all families of Maryland’s 6th 
District.” 
 
 
THE RESPONSE OF: 

Shawn Perry, candidate for Maryland State Senate, District 2B 

  
"Service, Sacrifice and Community! Three 

words which have guided me through my 

life. I want to provide a voice for those 

who feel voiceless, and return faith to the 

system by working for a common cause 

that benefits us all, especially those that 

feel left behind. " 

 
 
 
 
 

 



THE RESPONSE OF: 

Sterling Sanders, candidate for Washington County Commissioners, Maryland 

 
“There are two key reasons for why I'd like to 
hold public office. Transparency and 
Accountability. By electing me to serve you 
on the Board of County Commissioners, you 
will always have information readily available 
for your viewing and I will ensure open and 
honest communication from county 
government to each community in 
Washington County. I will ensure that every 
voice is heard and listened to when 
considering a decision to be made. Also, by 
electing me, we will finally have a 
representative that you can be assured will 
answer questions and be accessible to anyone 
that needs to voice a concern or opinion. 

Change is needed but it's going to take ALL of us to get it!” 
 
 
THE RESPONSE OF: 

Brooke Grossman, candidate for Maryland State Delegate, District 2B 

 
“I want to serve as Delegate District 2B to 

bring the voice of the people to Annapolis. I 

have lived in this City for more than a decade 

and in that time my State representatives have 

never reached out to me to ask what's 

happening on my block or how they can help. 

It's time to change that.  I will be a 

representative for all residents of District 2B 

not just the party I am affiliated with.  We only 

succeed as a community if there is opportunity 

for all of us to succeed.”  

 



THE RESPONSE OF: 

Bill Williams, write-in candidate for Sheriff of Washington County, Maryland. 

 
I do not wish to hold office, or worry 

about a title. I have always been about 

helping those who cannot help themselves. 

I would love to have the opportunity to 

help our citizens and Law Enforcement 

officers hold criminals and law makers 

accountable. This starts with my first day 

spending $60,000 of my money, if need be, 

to reinstate the Officers Bill of Rights. 

They need to be able to do their job! I will 

always make time for the citizens of this County. I am not part of the “Good Ole Boy” 

system or the establishment, I am for the People! 

 

THE RESPONSE OF: 

Fred Chavis, candidate for Board of Education, Washington County 

 

“I am running for the school board to advocate 
for all of our students. As a former teacher and 
coach for Washington County, there was so much 
more I wanted to do for our children and families 
that I could not accomplish from only the 
classroom or the track. Education truly does save 
lives and education is under attack right now. We 
have become so political that politics is greater 
than the needs of our students. It takes good 
people to stand up against measures and agendas 
that will ultimately lead to many of our students 
being neglected and mistreated. I want to ensure 
the needs of our students and educators are met. I 
want to ensure we create safe learning 
environments for our students. I want to ensure 
our policies are equitable and inclusive and 
students have access to all resources and 
opportunities that will bring about their success. 
Education saves lives and we need to invest in it.” 

 



THE RESPONSE OF: 

Jason A Malott, Register of Wills for Washington County Maryland 

 

“When I first ran successfully for Register of Wills for 
Washington County in 2010 it was to continue to 
provide compassionate and experienced service to the 
citizens of Washington County and Maryland. 

I have now served in the office for 23 years and the 
last 12 as the elected Register of Wills. Our office has 
a reputation of personal service to each and every one. 
I have a wonderfully caring staff who stand ready to 
assist in the saddest time of life, when handling the 
estate of a deceased loved one.  It is my goal to be re-
elected to continue the personal and caring service 
that citizens have come to expect when they need our 
services. I have chosen public service as my career and 
I am proud of my service to the community where I 
have always lived and with my wife, have raised our 
family.” 

 THE RESPONSE OF: 

Ethan Loewen, for the Board of Education, Washington County, Maryland 

 

“Love, a spiritual connection, a positive outlook on 
life, and education, are the four pillars of childhood 
that lead to adults that can change the world. I am 
running for office because a society’s greatest gift to 
the future is how we raise our children.  

 Our schools are in crisis. Partially because the drug 
epidemic has led to a massive number of students that 
are in crisis. Schools cannot fix those problems, only 
reclaiming our communities from the drug trade can 
do that.  

However, strategies being used in our schools need to 
be reevaluated. New York State spends more per 
student then any school system in America. Yet, its 
students have the 7th lowest reading and math skills in 

America. Utah spends the least per student, but has the 9th best academic scores. In 
Maryland we are the 16th biggest spenders, but our students are 11th from the bottom.  

Every child can receive the same level of education that the highest performing states are 
providing. Money is not what separates the best and worst school systems, it’s the 
strategies they use that makes the difference. Those states are not hiding what their 
strategies are, we simply need to elect Board members who will implement them.”  

 



THE RESPONSE OF: 

Paul Corderman, Maryland State Senate, District 2 

 

“I’m just an individual who was 

born and raised in Western 

Maryland, cares deeply about the 

people, the issues, and really wants 

to champion and be their voice for 

the things that are most important to 

them.” 

 


